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1. Introduction to WHOIS by GAC Topic Leads (15 min)

Q&A

2. WHOIS Disclosure System Background and Current Status (20 min)

Elena Plexida and Eleeza Agopian, ICANN org

Q&A

3. Discussion of Regional Perspective (15 min)

Q&A

Agenda
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Agenda
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WHOIS
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WHOIS…
… to recap:

● is the “phonebook of the Internet”, telling you “Who is behind this domain?”

●
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WHOIS…
What is WHOIS?

https://lookup.icann.org/en/lookup
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WHOIS…
What is WHOIS?
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… is changing.  

WHOIS…
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From ICANN 68 presentation on COVID-19 Response

Registrant Information Status 
of Referred Domains

~1,300 domains were referred to registrars by the FBI for potential COVID-19 fraud/abuse
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WHOIS…
… will have a new “Disclosure System” soon.

GDPR compliant evolution of WHOIS is ongoing:

“EPDP” for a System for Standardized Access/Disclosure  >>>

>>>> “WHOIS Disclosure System” now in development

Many policy issues remain linked.  E.g., 

Registrant Data Accuracy

new technical protocol (RDAP)

Privacy/Proxy Services Accreditation Policy
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WHOIS…
… has an uncertain future.

vs


